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On Thursday, April 12th, represen-
tatives of both the Town of Seabrook
[sland and the Property Owners As
sociation met with Timothy Mobley,
Vice President, Engineering and Op-
erations and members of his leam
from Berkeley Electric Cooperative,

Timothy Mobley

Inc. (Berkeley), to discuss service
to Seabrook Island and specifically
measures to be taken by Berkeley fol-
lowing our community’s experiences
following hurricanes Matthew and
Irma. Asaconsequence of our discus-
sions, 1 am convinced that Berkeley
is doing its best within the economic
constraints of its business model - to
ensure that we have uninterrupted
POWET, EVEn in an emergency.

By way of background, it is impor-
tant to keep in mind that Seabrook Is-
land’s 2,799 member service locations
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arc part of the 98,000 member service
locations that Berkeley serves and
that our services make up about three
percent (3%) of its tolal number of ser-
vices. Seabrook Island is served by a
transmission line operated by Santee
Cooper that generally follows Betsy
Kerrison, and leads to a substation op-
erated by Berkeley that is located near
Resurrection Road. From this substa-
tion, Berkeley has three circuits that
serve our island. Those circuits con-
nect to a series of splice cabinets locat-
ed near the traffic circle and Haulover
Creek. Berkeley installed these cabi-
nets to replace older equipment that

Henry Chavis, Trustee District 9
(includes Seabrook Island)

failed as a result of the flooding at the
creek caused by Hurricane Irma. The
manufacturer of the connections in the
new equipment have represenled lo
Berkeley that they are “submersible”
and accordingly should be water resis-
tant.

The three circuits servicing our
island are made up of many complex
pieces of equipment including switch-
gear, splice cabinets, transformers,
reclosers (these are similar to break-
ers) connections, switches, fuses and
relays.

Berkeley  personnel  constantly
review their outage data, perform
inspections, test their equipment,
and consider the age and condilion
of equipment in selling their priori
ties for improving the system. As a
result, since 2011, it has replaced a
significant amount of underground
cable and muliiple switchgears. The
principal reason for these change-outs
is the highly corrosive environment
of our island, and as a consequence,
the deterioration of cabinets and con-
nections.  For similar reasons, it has
changed out multiple transformers as
well. It should be noted that each time
it changes oul a transformer, il has
increased the pad thickness from 57
pads to 15" pads. While the primary
purpose of the thicker pad is to allow
more efficient and safe operation, it
does have a collateral effect of raising
the equipment slightly higher off of
the ground.

Most of its scheduled maintenance
over the next ten (10) years will focus
on the underground cable which is
nearing the end of its expected life.
This work will be priorilized based on
repairs which have already been made
and the number of member service
locations that would be affected if a
cable were to fail and an outage were
fo ocour.

Scheduled preventive measures -
those designed to reduce the polential
for future power outages under nor-
mal circumstances and during major
storms with flooding - have been di-
vided into four classifications based
on various metrics which include the
number of member service locations
impacted, cost and longterm utik
ity. These measures will include the
installation of video cameras both at
Haulover Creek and near the Pelican’s
Nest which will provide Berkeley the
capahility to see when flooding is
threatened or occurs al either or both
locations. A second priority will be to

replace a dozen switchgears - each
located in critical areas, identified as
being subject to flooding - with splice
cabinels where the confained com-
ponents are “submersible”. A third
priority will be to install SCADA cell
or radio communication equipment
in two critical locations which will en-
able Berkeley headquarters to assess
the condition of its equipment on a
reaHime, remole basis. Lastly, il an-
ficipates installing two Trident PT20
switchgears, again in areas identified
as being most prone to flooding; this
equipment is “submersible” as well.

You may recall that following Hur-
ricane Irma, Berkeley equipment
which had been under water had to be
cleaned out before being energized.
Berkeley used St. Johns Fire District
equipment for that purpose. You may
also recall that one of SJFD’s fire
trucks used for this purpose, had me-
chanical problems, and a second was
called to service elsewhere. In each
case, Berkeley was required to use
alternative, but less effective methods
fo clean its equipment which in turn
resulled in a delay in restoring power
{0 a number of homes. To address this
issue, Berkeley has purchased four
(4} skid mounted pumps which will be
used in the future instead of St Johns
equipment. This equipment is maneu-
verable (o an extent where it can gel
behind Berkeley’s equipment, and can
fap into our fire hydrants.

When we asked what we could do,
it was clear that its biggest concern
was the difficulty in accessing some of
their equipment. They need ten (10)
feel of clearance around their equip-
ment so that it can be operated and
maintained as needed; especially near
the top or side panels that open. It
suggested that residents can be of sig-
nificant assistance Berkeley by keep-
ing ils equipment clear of shrubbery
and landscaping to allow easier access
in the event an emergency. A



