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I'd like 1o wse my President’s letler
this month to give special recogmition
and thanks to the unzung heroes of the
SIPOA stall and our conlraclor secu-
rity team who went above-and-bevond
in preparing our island for a potential
vizl from Hurricane Florence.

While property owners began clear

ing garages and decks or stocking up
supplies, our stall jumped nlo “hurre
cane protocol” actions to minimize the
potential impact from a storm. Almost
immedialely, daily meelings and con-
ference calls were held with the Town
and Club to coordinate communication
efforts and evacuation plans,

The maintenance team started low.
ering water levels in the lakes and
lagooms 1o accommodale additional
rainfall. Sail shades at the Lake House
were removed and stored.  3-phasze
power equipmentl al the Lake House
was turned off to protect from power
surpes. Sandbags were installed at the
Gatchouse and compuler equipment
relocated to prevent potential water
damage. Barricades were pul up in
Lhe barcode lane Lo roule all tralbc o
the inside lane.

Pool furniture was put away. Calls
were made 1o landscaping contrac-
tors and debris removal companies
s0 Seabrook Island would be first on
a response sl Exira dumpslers were
brought in for people who were emp
tying refrigerators and other debris.
Portable pump slalion generalors
were moved into position, fueled and

tested. Extra vard debrizs bags were
purchased [or properly owner use al
tier the storm.

Prestorm communications ramped
up with daily noon SIPOA e-blasts, In
addition, SIPOA supplemented  the
Town's efforts by sending out their
updales via our eblasis.  Tidelines
editors (who are all volunteer property
owners!]) repularly sent out informa-
tin on hurnicane: preparcdness ps,
impartant phone numbers and helpfial
webzites, Our staff contacted property
managemenl companes o ensure
they were communicating with island
vizibors.

Cur new securily conlraclor, Nor-
red & Associates, rose to the challenge
as well. Officers volunteered for round-
the-clock duly o secure the ale and
patrol the island, sleeping on cots at
the Lake House. A special shout-out
1o Offcers Antonio Middketon, Donlan
Matthews, Demario Ford and Sean
Lopez for their great efforts! Norred'
s sile securily manager, Mike Whitlow,
spent very hmp; hours on the island as
well and was in frequent contact with
SIPOA and the Charleston Counly
Sheriff's office. Norred & Associates

also stationed 12 officers from other
locations in an Augusla holel, ready
to deplow.  Their helicopter was on
standby to bring the officers to the is-
land, along with addifional supphes i
needed.

Once preparations were complete,
evervone moved nlo “wailing mode”,
while continuing with communications
and daily telephone briefings with the
Town regarding the slorm’s [orecast
and plans for return/recovery,  And
when the Florence passed, they were
on the island almosl immediately Lo be-
gin damage assessments and provide
“eyes-on-thegrround” information.

Blessedly, Florence chose (o miss
our beautiful island.  But thanks to
the efforts of these unsung heroes,
we were as ready as we could be. Un-
fortunately, our 13 SIPOA employees
have had way too much experience
wilh hurricane preparations over the
last few vears. Like evervone, it's a
stressful time for them as they work
o secure (her families and property.
Yet they do this while making it their
mission o keep us all safe as well. We
owe: them, and our rends al Norred &
Associates, a huge debt of gratitudel &

KNOW T Hl
RULES ! |

Thank vou for your help in main-
taining the cleanliness and quality
of The Lake House Fitness Center
by following the rules below:

* Wipe down equipment after
each use.

* Return weights to the racks
provided. Do not drop or throw
weights.

# Children 15 and under MUST
be under the direct supervision
(within arm's reach) of an adult.

# Closed-toe athletic shoes are re-
quired.

+ Shirts must be worn at all times.
Swimsuits are not acceptable at-
tire in the fitness center.




